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This Meeting’s Refreshments:
Drinks: David Mackovjak
Snacks: Ellen Hough

Time to pay dues!
Please send,(or bring to

the meeting), $24 payable
to West Sound Beekeepers

Association
c/o Dennis Heeney,
5350 Welfare Av.
Bainbridge Island,

WA 98110
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Message From the President:
Thanks to all who participated in the auction during the December dinner
party. To those unable to attend: perhaps next December you can join the
fun. I am sure I could have won the honey taste off if I could have only
remembered to bring the jar from home…well almost sure of it. Thanks to
Judy and Basil for running the auction and bringing all of the Bee-movie
items. Thanks to Dennis for handling the financial affairs at the end.

While my bees have been shivering out in their hives, I have been huddled up reading
about what I should have done last year and will probably forget to do this year.
I do not know how many in our queen-rearing group have read the book 'Beekeeping at
Buckfast Abbey'; it is part of our Association Library and is available for checkout. I have
been reading it and was very surprised by one aspect. The Abbey would rear their queens
and introduce them into nucleus hives. The queens would be kept in the nucleus hives
over winter and then be introduced into production hives in the spring. They did not
introduce the queens into a production hive in the year the queen was raised. There was
a note that if during the fall hive checks there were no queens left over from the previous
year, they would use a current year queen. There is also mention that they would have to
remove excess population from these nucleus hives through the season. There is a
description and photo of the hive used to over winter the nucleus. It is essentially a deep
box that has been quartered and modified to hold 16 frames that are ½ the width of
normal frames but are the full depth of a deep frame. So 4 nuclei are kept in a single
deep box. I need to finish reading this book, as I must return it to the library at the next
meeting or face the wrath of Roy. This is a book I will need to read a couple of times
since there is too much information to remember from one reading.

But as it is not time to raise queens, I have been off reading another book 'Bees and their
Keepers'. It is a narrative of beekeeping written from a biologist's perspective. It is an
interesting look at the inner workings of the hive, of the bee's activities within, and of the
external subservient keeper. There are also a lot of historical references as to whom,
when and how certain knowledge has been found out. I liked the chapter 'How to tell a
bee from the keeper'. Sorry, I can't put a short synopsis here. If you want to know, you
will have to read the book. See you at the meeting.

George,

And rather than a poem, I will quote this phrase attributed to 'Cheape and Good
Husbandry by Gervase Markham in 1614:

"It is a creature gentle and loving and familiar about the man which been ordering of them, so he come
neate, sweet and cleanely amoung them; otherwise if bee have strong and ill smelling savours about him,
they are curst and malicious, and will sting spitefully."

Meeting Minutes: None, Annual Holiday party


