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Commercial beekeepers getting ready for almond pollination in California want as many
bees as possible so one thing they do is make sure bees have all the protein they want by
feeding pollen or pollen substitute in dry or patty form. We would do well to do the same
and make sure the lack of pollen isn’t a limiting factor in our hives.

Even though the bees are probably fine in this regard at the moment, in just a few weeks
the demand for pollen for brood rearing will increase greatly, so I am suggesting thinking
now about how you can help meet those demands and prepare before they occur.
Irradiated pollen (to prevent disease transmission) and pollen substitute are readily
available from many sources.

Looking even further ahead you might consider getting into collecting pollen yourself. I
mean taking some from the bees when they have a surplus available, by means of pollen
traps (which are also readily available). One trap managed well could provide enough out-
of-season pollen for up to twenty hives! Don’t forget that pollen is a valuable human
commodity as well and could be an interesting or profitable sideline.

Looking ahead from the Association standpoint. Now is a good time to pay your
Association dues! We have lots of interesting times ahead: our Association Apiary is
coming through its first winter; our Bee-ginner classes start this month; we are defining our
involvement with the State Bee Breeding program; and we are starting a queen breeding
support group that should benefit us all. Your dues help support these projects and all our
other efforts at spreading and sharing beekeeping skills and knowledge, so please pay
them as soon as you can!

There is much to discuss at the January meeting. There will also be a short presentation
on emergency winter feeding. No one has signed up on the refreshment schedule for 2007,
so hopefully someone will bring something so Barbara doesn’t have to take up the slack
again! (Thank you Barbara Stedman for making sure we are all warm and well fed during
the meetings!)

See you at the meeting! Basil

Wonders of Honeybee Anatomy:
A Sticky Situation For Ants And Bees: UMass Biologist Looks At How
These Insects Adhere To Various Surfaces

University Of Massachusetts At Amherst September 28, 2001

— AMHERST, Mass. University of Massachusetts biologist Elizabeth Brainerd is part of a
team that recently completed a study on how certain types of ants and bees are able to
walk on vertical surfaces or even upside-down. The study, conducted in conjunction with
Walter Federle and Bert Höldobler of the University of Würzburg, Germany, and the late
Thomas A. McMahon, of Harvard University, was published in a recent issue of the
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. The findings have implications not just


