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Next meeting:
Tuesday 7 PM June 17
Bee-ginner class:
6 PM
Queen Rearing Group
Meets after regular meeting

Refreshments:
Drinks: Rick Fuentes
Snacks: Lori Christie

Beekeeping Conventions
Find out what’s new in beekeeping! Attend a

Beekeeping conference this fall!

Joint Oregon/Washington State
Beekeepers Convention Oct. 16-18 at the
Red Lion Inn in Vancouver, WA

The Western Apiculture Society of North
America is holding its 2008 Annual
Conference
Aug. 17-21 in Victoria , the capital city of
British Columbia, Canada.
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The King of Sting
Adapted from an article by Richard Conniff, Discover mag, 6/03

One morning not long ago, an American entomologist
named Justin Schmidt was making his way up the
winding road to the Monteverde cloud forest in Costa Rica
when he spotted Parachartergus fraternus, social wasps
known both for the sculptured architecture of their hives
and the ferocity with which they defend them. This hive
was 10 feet up a tree, and the tree angled out from an
eroded bank over a gorge. Schmidt, who specializes in
the study of stinging insects, got out a plastic garbage
bag and shinnied up to bag the hive.

"There's always a few that get out," he says, so he took
the precaution of putting on his beekeeper's veil.
Undeterred, the angry wasps charged his face, scootched
their hind ends underneath their bodies in midair, and,
from a range of four inches, squirted venom through the
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A Message From The President
on what to do with the swarm:

Thanks for the donations for the Raspberry starts at the last meeting. The $159 collected for the
association may help cover some of the extravagance spent in this year's budget. .

Lets continue on with last month's story in which the crazy bees swarmed, and then the skilled beekeeper
cunningly waltzed the swirl into a new hive body…or something like that. Ideally, the newly-populated hive
should be left where it is until late in the evening or early the next morning (before morning flight
operations begin) to allow all (or most) stragglers from the trees and bushes to get snuggled into their
new hive. Then the fortunate beekeeper moves the new hive to its desired location, which may be across
the yard or across town. One trick is to let the bees know they have a new home by either piling loose
grass in front of the entrance or leaning a board against the hive entrance so they have to fly around it
for a couple of days. Now, what do you know about your swarm? The best swarm comes from you
neighbor that started a hive on new equipment this year but just failed to add space early enough. It
produced a large, healthy swarm with a healthy young queen, which happened to land in your tree, or
better yet, went right into your spare hive. The worst swarm is a small mite infested swarm laden with
Nosema and Foulbrood spores escaping a chemically contaminated hive with an old queen barely able to
fly. Typically, the swarm you capture has come from one of your own hives but you cannot tell which one
since you have not been paying enough attention due to the inconvenient and inconsistent weather
patterns. It is best if you can refrain from opening the newly hived swarm for about a week. The bees do
not need the intrusion and there is nothing for you to see; have faith that they know what to do. Worker
larva gets capped on day 8; so on day 7 there should be larva about to be capped. You can assess the
laying pattern of the queen, temperament of the hive, pollen and nectar stores, etc. Think about what you
need to do to help this hive make it through the winter. If they look strong, how do you make them
stronger? If they look weak, what can you do? Here are some things to consider: Treat for Varroa or
Tracheal Mites, Nosema, AFB; Feed sugar water, honey frames, pollen, or substitutes; Build up with brood
from other hive(s); Combine with other hives; re-queen; provide water through a feeder; close down
entrance; move to far away place out of range of larger hives; or wait and see. If it is May or June, they
have a lot of time to build up. If it is July or August they have missed most of the nectar flows and will
need heavy feeding. Some swarms do nothing but take up space until they die. Some swarms explode

with productivity and provide supers of honey. You just never know. I think the
best advice is to replace the queen from the swarm with a new queen before
winter. If the buildup is slow, replace her early because of poor performance. If
the buildup is fast, She probably went though a large egg production in the
spring and again since swarming, It would be a bit much to expect her to have
a strong spring buildup again the following year. Replace here after her strong
buildup. Another word of wisdom, A swarm is primed to draw lots of comb. So
if you can hive them in a Deep with a couple of deep drawn combs in the

middle and the remainder with foundation, the hived swarm will draw out the wax as it builds up. Please
feed them till they get the frames drawn out if you put them to work with this task. You do not emerge
from your fortunate beekeeper status into successful beekeeper status until your captured swarm makes it
through the winter successfully.

Happy swarm hunting.
George
And a poem, at least I think it is a poem…

Combinations

A flea flew by a bee. The bee
To flee the flea flew by a fly.
The fly flew high to flee the bee
Who flew to flee the flea who flew
To flee the fly who now flew by.

The bee flew by the fly. The fly
To flee the bee flew by the flea.
The flea flew high to flee the fly
Who flew to flee the bee who flew
To flee the flea who now flew by.

The fly flew by the flea. The flea
To flee the fly flew by the bee.
The bee flew high to flee the flea
Who flew to flee the fly who flew
To flee the bee who now flew by.

The flea flew by the fly. The fly
To flee the flea flew by the bee.
The bee flew high to flee the fly
Who flew to flee the flea who flew
To flee the bee who now flew by.

The fly flew by the bee. The bee
To flee the fly flew by the flea.
The flea flew high to flee the bee
Who flew to flee the fly who flew
To flee the flea who now flew by.

The bee flew by the flea. The flea
To flee the bee flew by the fly.
The fly flew high to flee the flea
Who flew to flee the bee who flew
To flee the fly who now flew by.

Mary Ann Hoberman


